
Aberdeen Harbour’s facilities are to be further enhanced with addi-
tional modern quay space and deepened berthing being created in a 
project now underway for the upgrading of Albert Quay West.

It will provide 212 metres of steel-piled common-user quay, with
berths dredged to –7.5 metres and capable of accommodating up to
two medium-to-large vessels.

Design work is being carried out by Arch Henderson and a contract
is expected to be awarded later this year for the construction, with the 
project scheduled for completion in autumn, 2005.

The deteriorating condition and age of the quay, which is more than
100 years old, have necessitated its reconstruction.

Harbour Board Chief Executive, Barclay Braithwaite, commented:
"The need for major maintenance has created another opportunity to
improve the port’s facilities through redevelopment. 

"Reconstruction requires that the pontoon dock and jetty be
removed to allow the work to take place. We have also taken this
opportunity to review the usage of the greatly under-utilised dock, with
a number of factors leading to the decision to decommission, rather
than re-install it."

Facilities elsewhere in the port include a dry dock, leased by the
Board to a private operator.
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Further upgrading of quays

Appointments
The Harbour Board has appointed Graeme Clark as Finance

Director. A Chartered Accountant, he joined the Board in 1983 and 
latterly was Assistant Finance Director. Graeme succeeds David Holmes
who retired recently after 26 years with the Board as Treasurer and 
latterly Finance Director.

The new Assistant Finance Director is Chartered Accountant, Derek
Armstrong, who joined the Board in May.

Honour
The June meeting of Harbour Board members congratulated Bob

Byth on being made an MBE in the Queen’s Birthday Honours in 
recognition of his services to economic development. A solicitor by
profession and Director/Group Solicitor at Aberdeen-headquartered
Balmoral Group, he has been a Harbour Board member since 1992. He
is also Vice Chairman of Scottish Enterprise Grampian.

New pilot cutter
The Harbour Board’s new pilot cutter has arrived at the port 

following successful trials of the vessel which was built by Macduff
Shipyards, in North-east Scotland.

Her main role is in the transfer of pilots to-and-from ships which
require to be guided in-and-out of the busy port. With twin-engines,
she is highly manoeuvrable, as required in coming alongside moving
ships to embark and disembark a pilot. Operating in the harbour and up
to three miles from the entrance, the cutter will also be used for general
harbour duties 

The steel-hulled, 15.25 metres long vessel, costing almost
£650,000 is named Sea Shepherd, the entry chosen in a staff 
competition won by George Duff – one of the harbour’s pilots.

Sea Shepherd replaces a cutter which has seen service for almost
25 years. The port handles around 15,000 vessel arrivals and 
departures annually, adding up to a record 19 million tonnes of 
shipping last year.

New security measures
Port users and ships’ agents have been written to by the

Harbour Board to ensure that they are aware of the new
requirements under the International Ship and Port Facilities
Security (ISPS) Code, in force from 1 July. 

Captain Colin Parker, Harbour Board Operations Director
and Harbour Master, explained: "Following the recent 
inspection of the port by Transec, the Department for
Transport’s security division, most of the harbour is 
designated as restricted areas, requiring more controls than
were previously in place. The level of security is effectively
raised towards that experienced at airports for many years."

For example, port users and suppliers should be able to
provide proof of identity for personnel and vehicles when
entering the port. All deliveries to restricted areas will require
supporting paper for verification.

Further fencing and gates have been erected as part of the
new measures.

Under the regulations, all vessels arriving at UK ports are
required to give prior notification. Ship’s agents are required
to ensure vessels return pro forma information 24 hours prior
to arrival. Dredging record

A new port record has been set during this year’s maintenance
suction dredging work, with 17,675 cubic metres of sand and sediment
removed in a single day by Dutch Dredging’s Amazone, beating the
previous best of 17,232 cubic metres set by another contractor in
2000.

A total of 84,612 cubic metres were removed from areas 
throughout the harbour in just over six days under Dutch Dredging’s
three-year contract which is in its first year. Dredging is carried out to
preserve depth for safe navigation.

Under a separate contract, bed levelling and debris removal has
been undertaken by Maritime Craft Services using a "box" designed and
fabricated by the Harbour Board’s Engineering Department. Based on
past experience, staff developed their own version of a box to give
improved performance in raking the harbour bed.
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Grain deal to attract larger ships
The Harbour Board are leasing quayside warehousing to GrainCo Scotland as part of the approach to encouraging more and larger vessels

to use the port and the development of agricultural-related traffic.

Transit shed 5, on Pacific Wharf, will be used by the Turriff-based company, Scotland’s largest exporter of feed barley, for storage pending
shipments overseas.

GrainCo sees the arrangement as a positive strategic step, with barley from the Aberdeen catchment area being moved during harvest time
direct to quayside storage, as opposed to inland storage, for export at a later date, thereby resulting in considerable savings on haulage.

The further development of exports through Aberdeen will give North-east growers access to vessels up to 15,000 gross tonnes. The larger
vessels will help keep Scottish feed barley competitive in face of increasing freight rates for smaller ships.

The farmer-owned company’s Commercial Director, Charlie Birnie, said that the combination of quayside storage and the ability to load
much larger vessels means there will be considerable benefits passed back to growers.

Grainco already has a track record for exporting feed barley from its main facility in South Shields and believes that the development of
Aberdeen will further improve  service to Continental consumer buyers.

Investment in recent years has seen the number of deep-water berths at Aberdeen increased to 14 to accommodate the larger vessels now
operating in various sectors – including the agricultural industry for which the harbour is an important gateway for exports and imports.

More cruise ships
Cruise ships due into the port over the next month or so will

bring the total visiting Aberdeen this season to six. The Sea Cloud
II is scheduled for 7 July, with the Bremen being lined up to dock
on 4 August.

The port has already been visited by the Andrea, Grigoriy
Mikheyev, Professor Molchanov and the Hanseatic since mid-May.

Updating image
Continuing development of facilities and services at Aberdeen

Harbour has required the updating of the video/CD which is used
along with a range of other materials in the marketing and 
promotion of the port.

Completed in the spring, it highlights the diversity of traffic at
the busy port and how it continues to evolve to meet both the
changing needs of port users and accommodate new opportunities.

Other components of the port’s marketing programme are also
being updated – including the website and advertisements.

Key features of activity in 2003 are highlighted in an Annual
Review, published in April in line with the Trust Ports’ Guide to
Good Governance.

On course
The tenth Harbour Shield Golf Tournament, organised by

Aberdeen General Cargo Port Users Association, is scheduled to
tee off on Thursday 26 August at Kemnay Golf Club when around a
dozen teams are expected to compete for the trophy.

Association officials
The Aberdeen General Cargo Port Users Association has 

elected Mike Packer, Managing Director of Euroline Shipping Co.,
as Chairman, with Phil Bremner, Director of Streamline Shipping,
as Vice-Chairman for the next two years.

The Association fosters links between shipping agents, ship
owners, managers and general cargo users of the port and the 
various official bodies involved in commercial shipping.

Walking the talk
Members of the public were given an insight into the harbour

on a guided walk-and-talk as part of Aberdeen Maritime Museum’s
Life at Sea exhibition.

En route from the award-winning museum to Pocra Quay, the
Board’s Environmental Officer, Patrick Jordan, outlined the 
harbour’s long history and its role as a modern port.

The morning and afternoon walks included a competition, with
the winner’s prize to add to the experience – a session on the
Board’s ship’s bridge simulator with its background of the port and
used in training harbour pilots.

*Life at Sea continues at the museum until 17 July and then
travels to eight venues around the UK. For website information,
see: www.aagm.co.uk

The port was represented by Operations Director and Harbour
Master, Captain Colin Parker, at this month’s gathering of Northern
Maritime Corridor Project participants in Reykjavik, Iceland.

The main theme of the international conference was seafood
transport and logistics, and a meeting of the International
Management Group was also held.

The Harbour Board is a member of an NMC regional cluster
which also includes Aberdeen City Council, Aberdeenshire Council,
Scottish Enterprise and logistics company, ASCO.

As well as Scotland, Norway, Belgium, the Netherlands,
Germany, The Faeroe Islands, Iceland, Greenland and Sweden are
also involved in the joint EU/Norway Interreg IIIB-sponsored 
project on maritime transportation and regional development
around the North Sea, Iceland and North-west Russia.

Busy corridor

Printed on Greencoat Plus - 80%
 recycled fibre, 20%

 virgin pulp (totally chlorine free)


