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Aberdeen Harbour from Entrance: Point Law Tank Farm Centre Left, Pocra Quay on right
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Section 1 : Introduction and Policy

1.1

111

Purpose of the Plan

This Oil Spill Contingency Plan is designed to guide Aberdeen Harbour Boar d
response personnel through the processes required to manage an oil spill
originating from operations within or approaching their Harbour.

The requirement to have an Oil Spill Contingency Plan for Harbours, Ports and Oil
Handling Terminals around UK waters has been formalised by the Merchant
Shipping (Oil Pollution Preparedness, Response and Co-operation Convention)
Regulations 1998, which implements the International Convention on Qil Pollution
Preparedness, Response and Co-operation, 1990 (OPRC, 1990). The convention,

Marine Scotland

1.2

adopted by the I nternational Mariti me Orga
consequences of major oil pollution incidents involving, in particular, ships, offshore
units, sea ports and oil handling faciliti
This plan has been prepared in accordance with the
Guidelines for Ports, Har bours & Oi l hand]l
Coastguard Agency who are responsible for applying the regulations to all
Harbours, Ports and Oil handling facilities in the UK.
Consultation
This document has been compiled in consultation with the following statutory
bodies and Authorities:

e  Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA)

e  Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH)

e  Aberdeen City Council

e  Aberdeen Harbour Board

e Harbour Base and Terminal Managers
Use of the Plan
This plan is specifically for operations within Aberdeen Harbour, the associated
pil otage area and for vessel s passing t

Boundaries as shown in Section 1.3. The plan is designed to initiate an appropriate
oil spill response in the event of an incident. It details a tiered response strategy
that is in accordance with UK legislative requirements and takes into account the
spill risk associated with the operation; the nature of the hydrocarbons that could be
spilt; the prevailing meteorological and hydrographic conditions and the
environmental sensitivity of the surrounding areas.
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1.3 Area of Operation
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