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Aberdeen Harbour




Navigation Notice No 3 of 2008
CONSOLIDATED EUROPEAN REPORTING SYSTEM (CERS)

The United Kingdom Maritime and Coast Guard Agency (MCA) issued a Merchant Shipping Notice (MSN 1817) which changed the arrangements and responsibilities for ship arrival and departure notifications to meet the requirements of the EU Vessel Traffic Monitoring and Information System Directive 2002/59/EC and the Merchant Shipping (Vessel Traffic Monitoring and Reporting Requirements) Regulations 2004.
Since coming into force (1/1/2008) information into CERS has been made by Agents and berth operators – however with effect from 1st August 2008 this will be carried out by Aberdeen Harbour Board.

The 2004 Regulations place a requirement on owners, operators, agents or masters of most ships over 300GT to make a general arrival notification to the Port Authority of the port to which a ship is bound. In addition, all vessels carrying dangerous or polluting goods will be required to make a more detailed notification to the Port Authority on departure and also on arrival if arriving from outside the EEA. Port Authorities will in turn; be required by the MSN to pass these notifications to the MCA’s CERS.

Notification Requirements

General Arrival Notification (Irrespective of whether a vessel is carrying Dangerous or Polluting Goods)

To whom do the regulations apply?

All vessels of over 300GT with the exception of:

a) Warships, naval auxiliaries and other type
b) Fishing Vessels

c) Traditional ships

d) Recreational craft less than 45m

When is the report required?

Reports are required for all vessels bound for a berth within Aberdeen Harbour as follows

a) 24 hours in advance of a vessel arriving at Aberdeen

b) On leaving the last port (location) if the voyage is less than 24 hours

c) Again, if the ETA changes by more than 6 hours

d) Notification if the call is cancelled

What has to be reported?

The owner, operator, agent or master is required to notify Aberdeen VTS 

a) Ship identifation (name; IMO number; MMSI number and call sign

b) ETA at pilot station

c) Total number of persons on board

Additional Departure and/or Arrival Notification for vessels carrying dangerous or polluting goods (DPG’s)
To whom do the regulations apply?

All vessels irrespective of size when carrying DPG’s 
When is the report required?

a) For all departures from Aberdeen Harbour

b) For all arrivals from ports outside the EEA when Aberdeen is the first port of call in the EEA

What has to be reported?
a) Departures (for all vessels carrying DPG’s)

i. Ship Identification (Name, IMO number, MMSI number and call sign)

ii. Name of next port of call (for OSV’s probably Aberdeen)

iii. ETA at next port (Again for OSV’S probably Aberdeen)
iv. The total number of persons on board

b) Arrivals (only for vessels carrying DPG’s and coming from outside the EEA)
i. Ships Identifation (Name, IMO number, MMSI number and call sign

ii. ETA at pilot station

iii. Total number of persons on board

Plus

a) Telephone number from which detailed information on the cargo can be obtained

b) Fax number from which detailed information on the cargo can be obtained

c) Location in UNLOCODE of a and b above
Contacts: Aberdeen VTS Tel +44(0)1224 597000
email vts@aberdeen-harbour.co.uk




     Fax +44(0)1224597007
Ray Shaw

Harbour Master & Operations Director

31st July 2008


Owners, Agents, Berth Operators etc should ensure that the contents of this Navigation Notice are made known to the Masters of their vessels.








